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In 1926, the April-May edition of the Waco Chamber of Commerce’s News Magazine contained
a collection of photos of Waco scenes and homes entitled “Beautiful Waco-A Home and Garden
Number.” This wonderful edition featured the photographs of well-known Waco photographer
Whayne Farmer, Jr. This edition of “Waco, Texas History in Pictures” features every page of the
amazing 1926 magaz‘iﬂe. It begins on page 3. This magazine is in our collection.
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Waco Photographer Whayne H. Farmer

The photos in this April-May 1926 edition of “The Waco Chamber of Commerce News” were
taken by Waco photographer Whayne H. Farmer. Mr. Farmer was born on August 8, 1887 in
his family home at 2215 Washington Avenue in Waco, Texas. Not only was he born there, but
he lived there and worked there all of his life with the exception of his time served overseas in
World War I. His obituary tells us more. “When Whayne was 12 years old his father, Thomas
Francis Farmer, bought him his first camera, an
Eastman box, and ever since then the name
Whayne Farmer has meant photography in
Waco. His house, where for most of his long
period of activity he developed and printed his
pictures, is stored with thousands of negatives,
starting with the glass plates of half a century
ago. They are arranged by years, but not
otherwise indexed. Mr. Farmer kept all that in
his head. He had a remarkable memory and
could lay his hands on any negative he
wanted. He was engaged in professional
photography in Waco before World War |, and
after that war, in which he served overseas
with the engineers, he officed for awhile with
J. C. Stauts, who had just opened up a
photography shop here. Later he had his own
dark room in the block on Austin Avenue
between Fourth and Fifth Streets, then built a
dark room at his home, and operated from
there.  For several years he specialized in
portrait photography, was one of the first to
use the then new “blurred focus”method;
tinted many portraits, now among the prized
possessions of Waco old timers. He did a great
deal of newspaper photography. Of late years,
he had devoted all of his time to commercial
work. Mr. Farmer always worked alone, did his
own developing and printing. In addition to
his photographic work, he made pastel pictures. He was a charter member of the Waco
Photographic Society, and a member of Herring Lodge A. F. and A. M.” He died at the age of 66
on March 26, 1954. He is buried in Waco Memorial Park. (From Mr. Farmer’s obituary “Rites
Monday for Veteran Cameraman.” The Waco News Tribune, March 27, 1954.)
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WHAYNE H. FARMER

”

The entire April-May, 1926 edition of “The Waco Chamber of Commerce News

begins on the next page. Many of the addresses were identified by our group members,
especially Elaine Richards Hellmund, but all were confirmed by the 1928 Waco Telephone
Directory. Houses that are no longer standing are indicated by “*”.




Chamber of Commerce Tlews
ﬂpril“v Tg’l‘q
192

B Scene tn Cameron Park

By Far™MER

Cover of the April-May 1926 edition of “The Waco Chamber of Commerce News.”
Scene in Cameron Park by Farmer.
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E. W. MARSHALL & CO.

“The Service Agency”
Dependable INSURANCE Covering Every Hazard—Fire,
Bonds, Marine, Compensation, Liability, Automobile,
Burglary, Life, Tornado, Accident, Health, Ete.
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Beautiful Waco—A Home and Garden Number

Therefore, when we build, let us think that we build forever.

Lot it not be for present delight, nor for present use alone.

Let it be such work as our descendants will thank us for, and
let us think, as we lay stone on stone, that a time is to come
when those stones will be held sacred because onr hands touched
them, and that men will say as they look upon the albor and
wrought substance of them, “See this our Fathers did for us.”

—John Ruskin,

In the following pages we present a Portfolio of Beautiful
Witco, her homes, her gardens and her Cameron Park.

Our front cover is a beuaty spot in Cameron Park overlooking
the Brazos River.

Waco is proud of her beautiful homes, gardens and tree-lined
streets and of Cameron Park where man has only aided nature
a wee bit to make it one of the most beautiful natural parks 2
in America—and so acknowledged by many world travelers,
The following poem written by A. B. Owings of Norwood, Ohio,
a visitor in Waco, shows a reflect spirit of Waco's hospitality.
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Rezidence
Mr. and M.
A. R. Wilson

Residence »
Mr. and Mra o
J. Bruce Duncan

Wilson residence 600 Park Avenue; Duncan residence 3407 Austin Avenue
Taylor residence 1705 North Fifth.
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Residence
Mr. and M.
C. G. Swift

Mr. and Mres

Swift residence 2411 Austin Avenue; Mallander residence 2125 Austin Avenue*;
Bowen residence 621 Herring Avenue*.
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4 ' “The Castle™

Residenco

Mrs. Alfred Abeel

Residenece
Mr, and Mrx
Pio Crespl

Abeel residence “The Castle” 3300 Austin Avenue; Crespi residence 2111 Austin Avenue.

12

=
| S—



April-May, 1926 WACO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEWS - Page 1170

Rexidence
Mr. and M
W. D. MeDermott

McDermott residence 2128 Colcord Avenue; Williams residence 2020 Washington Avenue;
Beach residence 3301 Austin Avenue; Steiner residence 2512 Austin Avenue.
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Dossett residence 1503 Columbus Avenue; We cannot confirm the address of the Nash
residence, but we think it was 1829 Columbus*.
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Milam residence 1401 Austin Avenue*; Bush residence 1421 Austin Avenue.
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Shear residence 1401 Coumbus Avenue*; Penland residence 500 Park Avenue.
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Residonce
Mr. and Mra,

T. E., Jarman

Jarman residence 3211 Austin Avenue; Watson residence 1801 Bosque Boulevard*;
Clifton residence 2600 Austin Avenue.

17

=
| S—



Page 16 WACO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEWS

Resldeney
Ex Gov. and My
Pat Nett

Neff residence 2110 Austin Avenue*; Barclay residence 2412 Colcord Avenue;
Lockwood residence 3205 Austin Avenue.
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April-May, 1926 WACO

Public Library

Side Entrance

The
Trinity
Preshyterian

Chureh

Waco Public Library 1126 Austin Avenue*; Trinity Presbyterian Church 1200 Austin Avenue*.
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“The Kyle™

Realdence
Mr. and M.
R. T, Dennis

The Kyle Hotel 11" and Franklin*;
Greene residence 2928 Maple (note that the correct spelling is “Greene”);
Dennis residence 1923 Austin Avenue*.
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Residence
Mrs., Sam
McLonden

Residence
Mr. and Mra.
E, S. Fentress

McLenden residence 1810 Austin Avenue*; Fentress residence 2724 Austin Avenue;
Mclenden residence 2920 Austin Avenue.
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Counter clockwise: Church of the Assumption Ninth and Washington*; St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church300 North Fifth; Trinity Presbyterian Church 1200 Austin Avenue*; Scene from Cameron
Park; Central Christian Church Eleventh and Washington,; Rotan residence 2425 Austin Avenue.
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Garden Seene

Dining Room Mr. and Mra. B. B, Clement

e

Clement residence 2900 Bosque; Palm Court 2001-2005 Austin Avenue; Waco Auditorium Sixth
and Columbus*; Austin Avenue Methodist Church 13" and Austin.
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Residence
Mr. and Mra,
W. I. Barrett

Residence
Mr. and Mrs,
R. B. Albaugh

Barrett residence 2208 Austin Avenue*; Albaugh residence 2201 Colcord Avenue;
Hoehn residence2715 Austin Avenue.
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April-May.

J. ALBERT GREENE

Elected President of Chamber of Commerce

“1 am giad to accept the presidency of the Waco Chamb-
er of Commerce and will do everything in my power as
president to accomplish great things for Waco during the
coming vear, This is a great democratic body and 1 hope
that T can have the coorporation of the directors in accom-
plishing the big things which have already been proposed
and in proposing new big things and seeing them through."

J. Albert Greene

1. Albert Greene was elected President of the Waco Chamber of Commerce at a meeting of the new
hoir: of Directors May 18, 1926. Mr. Greene succeeded C. F. Dumas as President and in taking the
~ chair expressed his thanks and appreciation of the honor bestowed upon him by the directorate.

it Greene is Secretary-Treasurer and General Manager of the Geyser lce Company and has
0 Gconnected Wlthr{ivic on ses in Waco. He is at present President of C <
jing Club. Mr. Greene has in the pest been President of the Lions Club
o Manufacturers’ Association, and is an active member of the
Hh-walngmidént of the Ad Club in i
em Spring
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(The above photo was across t ages 24 and 25. The text below was under the photo on page
24 and the text on the next page was under this photo on page 25.)
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WACK CHAMBIER _ L8 s

(The above photo was cross the pages 24 and 25. The text below was under the photo on page
25 and the text on the previous page was under this photo on page 24.)
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FACTS ABOUT &) CITY OF WACOo

(Figures and E-umnu- s o( Decomber 31, 1026)

Home of Baylor University.

Enrollment at Baylor University, 1,537,

Wm is the neareat eity to the geographical center of N

\4

Population, €0.000 (Estimate)
Within ;Mlul of 160 miles are 577 of entire popalation

Sta
Wno i the nearest city to the center of population of the

Wm ia In the center of the agricultu

Within & radius of 100 mlln.af the eirt;| :ﬂl’::oﬂu&. &!QQ.

spproxinstfy ane-hinl f the cotton rop of e et St
weo's contral location

it an ideal wb&l?ullo m jo:aI;lEE :m‘u?‘ faduu.’“-‘ﬁ
‘aco's cen uea facilities .

o s ottt it "m"u%

o ral resou

e

l(ll-ofpawdmlnd .m,oa

gnubu of gas .
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Residence
Mr, and Mes.

Walter . Lacy

Residence
Mr. and Mes.
M. A, Cooor

Swimming Pool
and Garnden
Mr. and Mrs.
Wi, Abeel

A

Lbcy residence 1800 Washington Avenue; Cooper residence N. 18" and Austin Avenue; Abeel
residence 3324 Austin Avenue.
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Spring Lake

Spring Lake Country Club* was on Dallas Highway, about six miles north of Waco, in the
present-day Lacy-Lakeview area.
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“Don,” “Lady”
and
“Dutch™
All Ready
For n Canter
Through
Cameron Park's
Lovely
Trails
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WACO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEWS

Interior—Mr. and Mry, Ray Benehi- ek 3

Beach residence 3301 Austin Avenue.

.\pl‘ll-,\ld_-‘

v 1028
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Duncan residence 3407 Austin Avenue.
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THE HOME BEAUTIFUL | :
The large and comprehensive stocks of Rugs, Draperies, Carpets, Floor I'I ’:

qf all kinds and Drlpery mtaril!a of ull kinds, linked with the
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Resldence

Mr. and Mex,

1. B. Smyth

Smyth residence 2211 Colcord; We are not certain of this McLendon residence location. In 1932,
their address was 3126 Austin Avenue, but this house is no longer at that address;
Witt residence 501 Park Avenue.

35

=
| S—



WACO

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEW

Interior-—

Witt residence 501 Park Avenue.
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NEWS
April's““.\'.' .

Page 35
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COMMERCE NEWS April-May,

[
1926

WACO CHAMBER OF

*

But the glory of trees is more than their gifts; 'f'
“Tis a beautiful wonder of life that lifts, .
From & wrinkled seed in an earth-bound clod,
Acalum, an arch in the temple of God, !
A pillar of power, a dome of delight, !‘

b
W BUILDING A GARDEN I
|
A shrine of song, and & joy of sight. l

May residence North Sixth and Park Avenue.
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Page 3?

LISTENING IN
hy Grace Blanchand

That’s surely & brook I'm henring,
Plashing down to the mead;

And a whinny from this spring’s fillies,
With legs the nize of a reed;

There nre trills from all the treetops,
Near the pond the frogs begin;

When Nature's orchestra tunes up,
It's nice to be listening in.

The nelghbor’s radio's busy,
A freight train roars along,
The ball game onds with cheering,
Main Street’s one buzzing throng;
Dance halls blare out thdrk‘_lln(.
An ambulance adds its din;

When life has such loud heart-beats,
It's great to be listening in.

But by midnight all noise lessens;
" o i e
A love ()7 J e
For the stans are seen, not heard.
Ovu‘-r&o world n;uoxvu.
And it's mm
That I'm glad to

The Waco Public Library was at 1126 Austin Avenue.
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The entrance to the Texas Cotton Palace was on the southwest corner of
South Thirteenth and Clay Avenue.
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VIEWS
WOMAN'S EXHIBIT-TEXAS
COTTON PALACE

South Thirteenth and Clay Avenue.
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Interior
Dr. and Mr.
W. R. Clifton
Residence

Clifton residence 2601 Austin Avenue; Duncan residence 3407 Austin Avenue;
McDermott residence 2128 Colcord Avenue.
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‘aco Chamber of Commerce

Entered as sceond cluss matter, Waco, Texas, July 19,
Under the Act of March 3, 1870,

News
19019

Published Monthly $1.00 per year 10 cents per copy
VOLUME VII APRIL and MAY NUMBER 11-12
OFFICERS

o President
 First Vice-President
~ Second Vice-President

J. Awsgt GREENE ——

0 COX [ — e
GER == g Third Vice-President
SAN: T Treasurer
NEF Secretary
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The Citizens National Bank

This bank solicits depo
strength of its financial res;u:::-:n o
high standing of its officers and d.im:tow
and on that highly valued asset—the frimr:
ship and good will of its customers, :

Interest Paid on Savings Deposits
RESOURCES: Four Million Dollars

ADI‘“-M:.}-‘ lm

.

T

OUR SPECIALTY

\COMPLETE EQUIPMENT for
MUNICIPAL PLANTS

et




Darden residence 2424 Austin Avenue; Staton residence 2524 Austin Avenue; Yates residence
320 Crescent Road; Spencer residence 324 Crescent Road; Rotan residence 2425 Austin Avenue;
Davis residence 2817 Austin Avenue.
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Texas Fireproof

Storage Co.

50,000 Square Feet Fireproof
Storage.
Special provision for household goods.
Distribution of pool ears.

11th & Mary Waco, Texas

| INE UNIVERBAL CAR
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COX’S

The Better Store of Better Values
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- Texas
Power & Light
Company
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*  Improve Your Game--
GOLF

These Occasional Warm Days,
Faretnll the Coming of Spring.

PROBABLY YOU'VE FELT IT TOO,
RE ALREADY THINKING ABOUT LO
YOUR SCORE THIS YEAR
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HOTEL
RALEIGH

FIREPROOF

THE CENTER OF ALL
! WACO ACTIVITIES

Rates: $1.50 up
All Outside Rooms
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