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In 1926, the April-May edition of the Waco Chamber of Commerce’s News Magazine contained 
a collection of photos of Waco scenes and homes entitled “Beautiful Waco-A Home and Garden 
Number.” This wonderful edition featured the photographs of well-known Waco photographer 
Whayne Farmer, Jr. This edition of “Waco, Texas History in Pictures” features every page of the 
amazing 1926 magazine.  It begins on page 3. This magazine is in our collection. 

 

“Beautiful Waco- A Home and Garden Issue” 
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The photos in this April-May 1926 edition of “The Waco Chamber of Commerce News” were 
taken by Waco photographer Whayne H. Farmer.  Mr. Farmer was born on August 8, 1887 in 
his family home at 2215 Washington Avenue in Waco, Texas. Not only was he born there, but 
he lived there and worked there all of his life with the exception of his time served overseas in 
World War I.  His obituary tells us more. “When Whayne was 12 years old his father, Thomas 

Francis Farmer, bought him his first camera, an 
Eastman box, and ever since then the name 
Whayne Farmer has meant photography in 
Waco. His house, where for most of his long 
period of activity he developed and printed his 
pictures, is stored with thousands of negatives, 
starting with the glass plates of half a century 
ago. They are arranged by years, but not 
otherwise indexed. Mr. Farmer kept all that in 
his head. He had a remarkable memory and 
could lay his hands on any negative he 
wanted. He was engaged in professional 
photography in Waco before World War I, and 
after that war, in which he served overseas 
with the engineers, he officed for awhile with 
J. C. Stauts, who had just opened up a 
photography shop here. Later he had his own 
dark room in the block on Austin Avenue 
between Fourth and Fifth Streets, then built a 
dark room at his home, and operated from 
there.   For several years he specialized in 
portrait photography, was one of the first to 
use the then new “blurred focus”method; 
tinted many portraits, now among the prized 
possessions of Waco old timers. He did a great 
deal of newspaper photography. Of late years, 
he had devoted all of his time to commercial 
work. Mr. Farmer always worked alone, did his 
own developing and printing.  In addition to 

his photographic work, he made pastel pictures. He was a charter member of the Waco 
Photographic Society, and a member of Herring Lodge A. F. and A. M.”  He died at the age of 66 
on March 26, 1954.  He is buried in Waco Memorial Park. (From Mr. Farmer’s obituary “Rites 
Monday for Veteran Cameraman.” The Waco News Tribune, March 27, 1954.) 

---------------------------- 

The entire April-May, 1926 edition of “The Waco Chamber of Commerce News” 
begins on the next page. Many of the addresses were identified by our group members, 

especially Elaine Richards Hellmund, but all were confirmed by the 1928 Waco Telephone 
Directory. Houses that are no longer standing are indicated by “*”. 
 

Waco Photographer Whayne H. Farmer 
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Cover of the April-May 1926 edition of “The Waco Chamber of Commerce News.” 

Scene in Cameron Park by Farmer. 
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Wilson residence 600 Park Avenue; Duncan residence 3407 Austin Avenue 

Taylor residence 1705 North Fifth. 
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Swift residence 2411 Austin Avenue; Mallander residence 2125 Austin Avenue*; 

Bowen residence 621 Herring Avenue*. 
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Abeel residence “The Castle” 3300 Austin Avenue; Crespi residence 2111 Austin Avenue. 
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McDermott residence 2128 Colcord Avenue; Williams residence 2020 Washington Avenue;    

Beach residence 3301 Austin Avenue; Steiner residence 2512 Austin Avenue. 
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Dossett residence 1503 Columbus Avenue; We cannot confirm the address of the Nash 

residence, but we think it was 1829 Columbus*. 
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Milam residence 1401 Austin Avenue*; Bush residence 1421 Austin Avenue.  
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Shear residence 1401 Coumbus Avenue*; Penland residence 500 Park Avenue. 
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Jarman residence 3211 Austin Avenue; Watson residence 1801 Bosque Boulevard*;  

Clifton residence 2600 Austin Avenue. 
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Neff residence 2110 Austin Avenue*; Barclay residence 2412 Colcord Avenue;  

Lockwood residence 3205 Austin Avenue. 
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Waco Public Library 1126 Austin Avenue*; Trinity Presbyterian Church 1200 Austin Avenue*. 
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The Kyle Hotel 11th and Franklin*;  

Greene residence 2928 Maple (note that the correct spelling is “Greene”);  
Dennis residence 1923 Austin Avenue*. 
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  McLenden residence 1810 Austin Avenue*; Fentress residence 2724 Austin Avenue;  
McLenden residence 2920 Austin Avenue.  
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Counter clockwise: Church of the Assumption Ninth and Washington*; St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church300 North Fifth; Trinity Presbyterian Church 1200 Austin Avenue*; Scene from Cameron 
Park; Central Christian Church Eleventh and Washington; Rotan residence 2425 Austin Avenue.  
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Clement residence 2900 Bosque; Palm Court 2001-2005 Austin Avenue; Waco Auditorium Sixth 

and Columbus*; Austin Avenue Methodist Church 13th and Austin. 
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Barrett residence 2208 Austin Avenue*; Albaugh residence 2201 Colcord Avenue; 

Hoehn residence2715 Austin Avenue.   
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(The above photo was across the pages 24 and 25.  The text below was under the photo on page 

24 and the text on the next page was under this photo on page 25.) 
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(The above photo was across the pages 24 and 25.  The text below was under the photo on page 

25 and the text on the previous page was under this photo on page 24.) 
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Lacy residence 1800 Washington Avenue; Cooper residence N. 18th and Austin Avenue; Abeel 

residence 3324 Austin Avenue.  
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Spring Lake Country Club* was on Dallas Highway, about six miles north of Waco, in the 

present-day Lacy-Lakeview area. 
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Beach residence 3301 Austin Avenue. 
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Duncan residence 3407 Austin Avenue.  
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Smyth residence 2211 Colcord; We are not certain of this McLendon residence location. In 1932, 

their address was 3126 Austin Avenue, but this house is no longer at that address;  
Witt residence 501 Park Avenue.  
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Witt residence 501 Park Avenue.  
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May residence North Sixth and Park Avenue. 
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The Waco Public Library was at 1126 Austin Avenue. 
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The entrance to the Texas Cotton Palace was on the southwest corner of  

South Thirteenth and Clay Avenue. 
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The entrance to the Texas Cotton Palace was on the southwest corner of  

South Thirteenth and Clay Avenue. 
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Clifton residence 2601 Austin Avenue; Duncan residence 3407 Austin Avenue; 

McDermott residence 2128 Colcord Avenue. 
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Darden residence 2424 Austin Avenue; Staton residence 2524 Austin Avenue; Yates residence 

320 Crescent Road; Spencer residence 324 Crescent Road; Rotan residence 2425 Austin Avenue;  
Davis residence 2817 Austin Avenue. 
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